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Paradox in the Essays of Critic Sami Shihab: “Waiting for a Crenndizer in

Comparison with Waiting for Godot as a Model”
Asst.L.ec.Muna Malik Mohammed

College of Education for Human Sciences —Department of Arabic - Kirkuk University
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Abstract This research presents an
attempt to uncover the paradoxical
structure that forms the backbone of
literary criticism practiced by critic Sami
Shihab in his book titled (Waiting for
Grendizer as in Waiting for Godot), which

does not merely constitute a collection of
scattered critical essays but rather
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contemporary critical studies with a
rereading of a critical phenomenon that
deserves foundation and development,
while also opening new horizons for
thinking about the relationship between
paradox as a textual technique and paradox
as an existential stance toward the world.
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constitutes an integrated intellectual
system that employs paradox as a tool to
expose the contradictions embedded in
contemporary Arab cultural reality. The
research proceeds from the hypothesis that
Shihab does not use paradox merely as a
rhetorical device to beautify the text, but
rather makes it a critical weapon with
which to shatter false cultural idols and
expose those narratives that continued to
promote the myths of savior and
redemption in an era when the promises of
grand modernity were exposed and
nothing remained but emptiness and futile
waiting. The research traces how Shihab
employs intertextuality = between a
Japanese anime text (Grendizer) and a
classical theatrical text (Godot) to create a
critical space that transcends the
boundaries of genre and local culture,
whereby Grendizer transforms from a
superhero who inspires generations into a
symbol mocking the waiting for an absent
savior, while Godot borrows its existential
philosophical weight to reshape awareness
regarding the absurdity of waiting in an
Arab context characterized by alienation
and estrangement from itself. The research
employs semiotic-narrative  analytical
methodology to uncover the mechanisms
employed by the critic in constructing his
paradoxes, with particular attention to the
linguistic and suggestive level through
which paradox is formed and becomes
capable of bearing meanings that
transcend the apparent to the latent. The
study reveals that Shihab masters the art of
inverting meanings and reshaping them,
whereby paradox transforms from mere
linguistic playfulness into profound critical
awareness of a chronic disease that has
afflicted Arab culture, the disease of
passive waiting in which hope has turned
into illusion and heroes into hollow idols.
The research contributes to enriching
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