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Abstractl_]

Christianity emerged as a religious movement with its own system independent of the state. It was responsible
for spiritual matters and sought to liberate humanity from sin. It viewed the state as an independent institution
deriving its authority from God, thus requiring the Church to submit to its authority. It is noteworthy that
thinkers during this period did not consider politics as an independent science. He continued to study within the
religious lessons, through the Church Fathers' attempts to clarify the relationship between religious and secular
authority, but with the Church's growing role, as we mentioned before, and its enjoyment of power that rivaled
that of the Emperor The Church introduced the concept of "dual loyalty," which revolves around the Christian's
obligation to submit to a kind of dual loyalty stemming from the dual nature of humanity, comprised of spirit
and body. The spirit directs its loyalty towards its Creator, whose authority on earth is manifested through the
Church.. The body, however, directs its allegiance to secular authority, represented by the imperial government.
Based on this idea, people found themselves faced with two choices: either to obey God and His authority,
represented by the Church, or to obey the ruler or emperor Ideas and thinkers emerged to defend each side, and
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these ideas later crystallized into formal institutions, resulting in a distribution of power within society and the
emergence of the "Two Swords Theory" or "Dual Power," which means that there are two authorities.. They
are the spiritual authority represented by the church and the temporal authority represented by the state or the
ruler, which consequently led to a conflict between these two authorities over who possesses absolute
sovereignty. Moreover, the medieval period in Europe was characterized by a fierce conflict between the Church
and the State, represented by the Empire, and each trying to extend its influence into the other's sphere in order
to control and contain it. This conflict continued for a long time until the nation-state began to emerge. The
Church's role began to decline once again, and throughout this period a group of writers, thinkers, and saints
emerged, bringing about a qualitative shift in the religious reform movement.
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