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Abstract

The security agencies in Irag have witnessed a rapid evolution

in the nature of challenges they face, making the establishment of an
intelligence apparatus capable of handling complex security
conditions a national necessity. Selecting individuals with
appropriate psychological and behavioral traits is a fundamental step
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in forming effective intelligence units, as personality traits are a
crucial factor in determining professional performance, especially in
security and military environments that require discipline, accuracy,
confidentiality, quick perception, and effective stress management.
In light of escalating security threats, enhancing the professional
competence of intelligence personnel has emerged as essential,
given their pivotal role in maintaining internal security and
addressing national challenges.

The present study aims to:

Measure the personality traits of personnel in the Popular
Mobilization Intelligence.

Identify differences in personality traits according to educational
level and years of service (less than 5 years — 5 years and above.(
Measure the professional competence of personnel in the Popular
Mobilization Intelligence.

Identify differences in professional competence according to
educational level and years of service (less than 5 years — 5 years
and above.(

Examine the correlation between personality traits and professional
competence.

Assess the contribution of specific personality traits (discretion,
courage, emotional stability, speed of perception, and self-
confidence) to professional competence.

To achieve these objectives, the researchers developed a Personality
Traits Scale and adopted a Professional Competence Scale. After
verifying validity, discriminative power, and reliability, the
reliability coefficients of the Personality Traits Scale ranged from
0.694 to 0.739 (via test-retest and Cronbach’s alpha), while the
reliability of the Professional Competence Scale was 0.938 (test-
retest) and 0.921 (Cronbach’s alpha). The instruments were applied
to a sample of 258 personnel from the Popular Mobilization
Intelligence in Baghdad.

The study reached the following results:

The sample members possessed well-defined personality traits.
Individual differences in personality traits existed according to
educational level and years of service.
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The sample demonstrated professional competence.

Differences in professional competence were evident according to
educational level and years of service.

A statistically significant positive correlation was found between
personality traits and professional competence.

Personality traits contributing to professional competence were
discretion, speed of perception, and emotional stability.

Based on the findings, the researchers provided a set of
recommendations and suggestions for future studies.
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