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Procedural Approaches to Water Security Strategy for Sustainable
National Security: A Case Study of Iraq

Assistant Professor Dr.Abbas Fadil Alwan

The idea of conducting research on the Iraqi water security strategy arises from
the fact that water security is intrinsically linked to national security. The basis of this
linkage lies in its direct impact on citizens’ lives, as well as on a substantial portion
of the state’s economic activity. This impact manifests in meeting basic survival
requirements, ensuring the sustainability of the public health system, and achieving
food security. It also extends to providing employment opportunities for the national
workforce within this sector, promoting self-sufficiency, and preventing the outflow
of national currency to import agricultural products that domestic production has
failed to supply due to the water crisis.

In its other dimension, the research adopts a procedural approach to examining
how a water security strategy can be formulated. This is considered a crucial subject,
as it assists Iraqi decision-makers in understanding the foundations of the problem,
its repercussions, and in exploring appropriate policy responses and solutions to
overcome the crisis.

Keywords: National security, water security, strategy, water crisis, Tigris River,
Euphrates River, Iraq
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