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Abstract.

Land-use studies are of great importance to geographers, particularly residential,
industrial, and commercial land uses. Among these, commercial land use holds a
significant position in the city of Al-Suwayrah. The most prominent characteristic of
these land uses is their strong concentration in central locations within the city, in
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addition to their overlap with other urban functions in these central areas. One of the
most important functions associated with commercial land use is the residential
function.

Despite the relatively small spatial area occupied by commercial land use within the
study area compared to the total urban land-use area, it represents one of the key pillars
of urban structure, as it provides commercial services that form an essential focal point
for the city. Urban geographers study cities from multiple perspectives, including their

geographical location and their social, economic, and political relationships with
surrounding regions. They also focus on land-use patterns that shape the built
environment. Commercial land use occupies a special place in urban geography due to
its direct role in urban development and population growth. As population increases,
the demand for goods, services, and commodities also rises.

Commercial land uses often share space with other urban functions in varying
proportions. Transportation is considered one of the most influential factors affecting
the spatial distribution of land uses, as it saves time and effort and enhances the
efficiency and competitiveness of urban functions, especially in city centers and along
main streets.

This study is divided into four chapters, designed in line with the research objectives
and general framework. It covers the natural and human characteristics of the city of
Al-Suwayrah, in addition to analyzing the current state of land use and highlighting the
most significant planning problems that hinder urban development. The study reached
a set of conclusions and recommendations that contribute to providing an integrated
scientific vision of the current situation of Al-Suwayrah city (the center of Al-
Suwayrah District) and its future urban and planning prospects.

The city is distinguished by its strategic location on the Tigris River and its important
natural resources, which align with population growth and lead to increased demand for
public services and facilities. Although economic and commercial development is
evident, the city faces several challenges resulting from unplanned growth, such as
pollution, waste accumulation, informal expansion, traffic congestion, and the overlap
of industrial and commercial uses with residential areas, negatively affecting the quality
of life. The study recommends the adoption of clear urban planning policies and designs
for future expansion, allocating specific zones for residential, industrial, and commercial

1714

—
| —



by alwhall g G o ddaa
¥ gall [ 2026 ohis [ Ossdally daslal) i) [0 silailly Call) aamd) [ dmlly SEY alaal)

uses, while avoiding random expansion, in order to achieve a well-planned and
integrated urban structure that harmonizes with natural and human characteristics and
provides efficient services to the population.
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