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The present study aims to identify the level of cognitive self-
awareness among middle school principals in Mosul City, determine their
level of practicing the principles of educational planning, and examine the
nature of the correlational relationship between these two variables. To
achieve these objectives, three null hypotheses were formulated and tested
at a significance level of (0.05). The descriptive correlational approach was
adopted as the methodological framework. The study population consisted
of (126) male and female principals of daytime middle schools in Mosul,
all of whom were included using a comprehensive census method. A total
of (120) valid questionnaires were retrieved for statistical analysis, ¢
(95.2%) of the total population.

The researcher developed two instruments: a Cognitive Self-
Awareness Scale comprising (30) items distributed across five domains,
and a Principles of Educational Planning Scale also consisting of (30) items
across five domains. A five-point Likert scale was utilized for both
instruments. Face validity was established through a panel of (14) experts,
while construct validity was verified using item discrimination indices and
internal consistency correlations, all of which were statistically significant.
Reliability was confirmed using Cronbach’s alpha and test—retest methods,
yielding coefficients of (0.87) and (0.84) for the first scale, and (0.85) and
(0.82) for the second, indicating acceptable reliability.

The findings revealed a high level of cognitive self-awareness among
principals (M = 3.72, SD = 0.64) and an above-average level of practicing
educational planning principles (M = 3.62, SD = 0.67). Furthermore, a
strong, positive, and statistically significant correlation was found between
the two variables (r = 0.68), with all sub-correlations also significant. The
study recommends designing training programs to enhance objective self-
evaluation skills and promote participatory planning practices.

Keywaords: principles: significant«representing« representing.
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