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The Impact of King Hassan I1's Policies on Moroccan Youth
(Y434 1a1)
Dr.Dalal Abd Al Hassan Jolan Al Saadawi
Kirkuk University / College of Arts / Department of History
dalal.abdalhassan@uokirkuk.edu.ig

Abstract:

The significance of youth stems from their position as the largest
demographic cohort within Moroccan society. Throughout Moroccan
history, youth have held substantial material and symbolic value.
Consequently, it is imperative for the political system in Morocco to enable
youth participation across all facets of public life to foster progress and
development. Understanding the position of youth within general public
policies, particularly political ones, is crucial for ensuring the success of
national strategies, as the crisis of trust between youth and politics in
Morocco is intrinsically linked to the democratic political approach.

Youth are recognized as the driving force and strength of the governing
system in Morocco. During the reign of King Hassan I, Morocco
experienced significant transformations across various sectors. His era
witnessed constitutional reforms, attracted foreign investments to bolster the
economy, and saw the implementation of numerous social programs
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alongside the expansion of education to enhance the cognitive and skill
levels of young people.
However, youth pressure on the Moroccan political system intensified,
notably manifested through the boycott of the Y4V-.constitution and
opposition to the parliament resulting from the Y2V -elections. King Hassan
Il exerted considerable influence over Moroccan youth during his rule from
Y47YVto Y444, Political participation of youth remained severely limited due
to policies of repression and control, particularly during the period known as
the "Years of Lead." Furthermore, Moroccan youth faced economic
challenges such as unemployment and poverty, which directly impacted their
political, economic, social, and cultural engagement. This further escalated
youth pressure on the political system, exemplified by the aforementioned
boycott of the Y34V-.constitution and opposition to the YdV-election's
parliament.
King Hassan Il was keen on advancing education to restore youth confidence
in the ruling system. Additionally, he legislated supportive political,
economic, and social policies aimed at empowering youth, qualifying them
for the labor market, and ensuring a dignified standard of living.
Keywords(Moroccan Youth,King Hassan I1,Politics,Economy,
Culture)
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