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Abstract

Selective Political Content on Social Media and Its Role in Enhancing Social Polarization:
An Analytical Study

This study aimed to analyze the role of selective political content on social media in
enhancing social polarization by examining the nature of exposure to such content, the
role of digital algorithms in directing it, and the level of polarization among users.The
study adopted the descriptive analytical method and used a questionnaire as the main tool
for data collection. The questionnaire was distributed to a sample of 200 social media
users. The collected data were analyzed using appropriate statistical methods to test the
research hypotheses.
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The findings revealed a high level of social media usage for following political news and
issues. The results also indicated a clear tendency among users to follow political content
that aligns with their personal beliefs and attitudes while avoiding opposing viewpoints. In
addition, the study demonstrated the significant role of digital algorithms in directing
users toward homogeneous content, which reduces information diversity and contributes
to the formation of echo chambers within the digital environment.

Furthermore, the results confirmed a direct relationship between exposure to selective
political content and the level of social polarization. This type of content contributes to
increasing social division, reducing opportunities for dialogue between individuals with
different opinions, and strengthening rigid political attitudes.

The study recommended enhancing media literacy among social media users, encouraging
diversity in information sources, developing media policies to reduce biased content, and
promoting a culture of dialogue and tolerance within society.

Keywords: Selective Political Content, Societal Polarization, Social Media, Digital
Algorithms, Echo Chambers.
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