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The U.S. Strategy Toward Iraq After 2025:
Limits of Interests and Challenges of Partnership

Prof. Dr. Ali Fares Hamid

The U.S. strategy toward Iraq post-2025 is entering a phase of fundamental
redefinition. This shité[, is driven not by a binary logic of "withdrawal versus staying,"
but rather by a precise recalibration of interest boundaries and the nature of potential
partnership. As the engagement transitions from direct military involvement toward
a more flexible model based on advisory support and training, the American presence
is no longer measured by military footprint. Instead, it is gauged by its capacity to
influence security balances, manage regional interactions, and safeguard strategic
interests within a volatile and complex environment.

In this context, the understanding reached between Baghdad and Washington via
the Higher Military Commission (HMC) embodies this transformation. While the
Iraqi government seeks to conclude the Global Coalition's mission by September
2025 m exchange for maintaining limited security partnership channels, the United
States views this trajectory as a conditional transition—one strictly tied to security
stability benchmarks and the efficacy of bilateral coordination.

Keywords: U.S. Strategy, Counterterrorism, Withdrawal of Foreign Forces, Regional
Interactions, Risk Management.
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Inherent Resolve Mission in Iraq and Syria Transitioning, °
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