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Abstract []

This study is based on the assumption that modern Arabic fiction no longer aims to provide a coherent narrative
that explains reality or produces definitive meaning. Instead, it constructs its aesthetic discourse on uncertainty
as a structural principle governing the formation of the text. Within this framework, The Fifth Castle by Fadhil
Al-Azzawi represents a significant example of this transformation, where narrative subjectivity is fragmented,
plot structure is disrupted, and the relationship between events and meaning is destabilized.The study aims to
explore the aesthetics of uncertainty in the novel and to analyze the narrative mechanisms through which
existential anxiety is transformed into a structural feature. It focuses on three main levels: the construction of
narrative subjectivity, the fragmentation of plot, and the instability of meaning. The research adopts an
analytical narrative approach based on close textual reading, supported by modern narrative theories.The study
concludes that the novel does not seek to produce fixed meaning but rather to destabilize it, and that uncertainty
functions as a conscious aesthetic strategy that reshapes the relationship between the text and the reader.
Keywords Uncertainty - Modern Arabic Novel - Fadhil Al-Azzawi - The Fifth Castle - Fragmentation -
Narrative Instability - Modern Narrative.
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