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] Abstract

)3,; This study investigates the concept of grammatical silence as an im-
> plicit methodological dimension in Arabic grammatical theory and
): its impact on syntactic interpretation. It explores instances in which
y classical grammarians deliberately refrained from explicit explana—
— tion or detailed justification, opting instead to present grammatical
_% rulings without articulating the underlying reasoning. The study is
/f grounded in the hypothesis that such silence was neither a deficiency
N—"

in analytical capacity nor a failure of explanation, but rather a con-

scious epistemological choice shaped by the nature of grammatical

methodology and the limits of formal codification.

Employing a critical analytical approach supported by textual in-
duction from major grammatical sources, the research identifies
and classifies patterns of grammatical silence into explanatory si—
lence, interpretive silence, and preferential silence. It examines how
each type contributes to the multiplicity of syntactic interpretations
and influences grammatical judgment. The study further analyzes
the relationship between grammatical silence and key grammatical

£14
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concepts such as ellipsis, syntactic probability, multiplicity of pars—
ing possibilities, and the boundaries of analogical reasoning.

The findings demonstrate that grammatical silence played a sig—
nificant role in preserving the flexibility of the Arabic grammatical
system, allowing syntactic interpretation to remain responsive to
linguistic context rather than constrained by rigid formalism. More-
over, the study argues that many classical syntactic disagreements
should be understood not as inconsistencies within grammatical
theory, but as outcomes of deliberate methodological restraint. Re—
considering grammatical silence thus offers a productive framework
for reassessing long-standing syntactic controversies and reinter—

b3

preting them as manifestations of methodological plurality rather
than theoretical instability.

g
3
:3
24
9
3

The research concludes by proposing grammatical silence as a valu— ;
able analytical tool for contemporary grammatical studies, capable -
of offering nuanced explanations for syntactic phenomena tradi— :
tionally labeled as problematic or anomalous within the grammati- :_‘
cal canon. =
Keywords:) Grammatical Silence — Syntactic Interpretation — The :
Unspoken — Grammatical Codification — Syntactic Probability( . -
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