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Abstract:

Entrances constitute one of the most pivotal elements in the
architectural and artistic design of diverse building typologies, including
religious edifices, palaces, and residential dwellings. The architectural
evolution of entrances serves as a reflection of the socio-economic status
across various societal strata. In this context, the entrances of palaces and
grand estates were characterized by monumental structures, embellished
with intricate floral and geometric motifs, alongside various symbolic
representations. Conversely, the entrances of modest dwellings adhered to
prevailing stylistic norms and public taste, where their spatial scale and
grandeur functioned as indicators of the inhabitants' financial means.

Regarding religious architecture—encompassing both mosques and
churches—entrances received particular design attention in terms of spatial
planning and structural integration. These designs were meticulously
harmonized with engineering solutions and climatic considerations,
particularly in the selection of building materials. Furthermore, they were
adorned with elaborate vegetative and geometric ornamentation,
complemented by epigraphic bands. These inscriptions featured Arabic

scripts such as Thuluth and Kufic in mosques, and Thuluth and Syriac in
churches.

Keywords: Architecture, Ornamentation, Entrance, Column,
Spandrel (Kousha).
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