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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of religious symbolism in the poetry of
Badr Shakir al-Sayyab as one of the most prominent features of his modern
poetic experience. The research is based on the hypothesis that al-Sayyab did not
employ religious symbols in a traditional manner; rather, he reconfigured them
within a contemporary vision that reflects his existential and social crises. In
doing so, he drew upon a rich and diverse religious repertoire that includes both
Islamic and Christian symbols, such as the figure of Christ and the motif of
resurrection, the story of Joseph, and the figures of the prophets, investing these
symbols with meanings related to pain, suffering, sacrifice, rebirth, and
redemption.

The study demonstrates that al-Sayyab utilized religious symbolism as a means
of intensifying poetic experience, whereby the symbol transcends its literal
meaning to convey deeper, universal human significations. It further reveals that
this employment was not merely ornamental; rather, it was closely linked to the
poet’s psychological and social contexts, particularly his illness and political
experiences. Moreover, the interplay between religious symbolism and myth
contributed to the formation of a complex symbolic structure in his poetry,
enhancing the semantic depth of the text.
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The study concludes that religious symbolism in al-Sayyab’s poetry constitutes a
fundamental structural element in shaping his poetic vision. It played a
significant role in shifting Arabic poetry from direct expression toward a more
symbolic and profound horizon, thereby establishing al-Sayyab as one of the
pioneers of modern Arabic poetry
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