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Abstract:

This study examines the image of the

Arab in the imagination of modern
Hebrew literature and analyzes the ways
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in which this figure was constructed as a
mythological-narrative formation that
exceeds direct realistic representation.
The research is based on the assumption
that the presence of the Arab in Hebrew
literature was not an objective reflection
of historical reality, but rather the
product of symbolic systems and
ideological discourses that contributed to
shaping modern Hebrew identity.

The study analyzes selected works by
major Hebrew writers, including Moshe
Smilansky, Yosef Haim Brenner, S.Y.
Agnon, Yonatan Ratosh, A.B. Yehoshua,
and Yehuda Burla. It identifies five
central literary myths: the myth of
common Semitic origin, Orientalist
fascination with the East, the idea of
returning to ancient Hebrew roots
through encounter with the Arab, the
representation of the Arab as a biblical
Hebrew model, and the legend of the
Jews of Khaybar.

The study concludes that modern
Hebrew literature played a central role in
producing a symbolic narrative about the
Arab, which functioned as an active
element in shaping collective identity
and structuring the imagined relationship
between self and other.

Keywords:

Image of the Arab — Literary myth —
Modern Hebrew literature
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