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Abstract:

This study examines the issue of grammatical disagreement in the parsing of dependent clauses and its impact
on meaning interpretation in Sibawayh’s Kifab, considering it one of the central issues in Arabic grammatical
studies due to the clear interaction between syntactic structure and contextual meaning. The study is based on
the assumption that grammatical disagreement is not limited to being a purely formal difference in parsing, but
rather represents a methodological and semantic divergence that reflects the diversity of perspectives in
understanding the Arabic language and its expressive functions. Sibawayh’s Kitab was selected as the focus of
the study because it constitutes the foundational reference that established the principles of Arabic grammar
and opened broad horizons for scholarly reasoning and disagreement in interpreting linguistic structures.The
study addresses the concept of dependent clauses in grammatical theory, presenting their types, the criteria
governing dependency, and the distinction between formal and semantic dependency. It then moves on to
examine the manifestations of disagreement in the parsing of clauses functioning as adjectives, circumstantial

AYY



https://iasj.rdd.edu.iq/journals/journal/view/575
mailto:rafeasa356@gmail.com

AR Mi’!‘ w > (V) 3dad (V) thmyu& ,}mmmm
clauses, and predicates, through an analysis of the views of grammarians, particularly the Basrans and others,
and an exploration of the methodological foundations underlying their approaches. The study also highlights
Sibawayh’s position on these issues, revealing his deep awareness of the relationship between parsing and
meaning, as he consistently linked grammatical analysis to semantic context and allowed multiple grammatical
interpretations whenever they resulted in legitimate semantic variation supported by authentic usage.The study
concludes that differences in the parsing of dependent clauses lead to clear semantic differences that affect the
understanding of Qur’anic texts and literary works, particularly with regard to specification, restriction, the
description of states, and the affirmation of permanence or renewal. It further affirms that grammatical
disagreement did not cause instability in grammatical rules, but rather contributed to enriching linguistic
analysis and demonstrating the flexibility of the Arabic language and its capacity to accommodate multiple
interpretations within a coherent and systematic framework. Finally, the study emphasizes the importance of
drawing upon the grammatical heritage, especially Sibawayh’s Kitab, in contemporary linguistic studies, given
the rich scholarly material it offers for deepening the understanding of the relationship between grammar,
meaning, and text.Keywords in English: Grammatical Disagreement, Clause Parsing, Dependent Clauses,
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