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The Use of Emphasis in Arabic and Hebrew: A Comparative Study
Majeed Aboud Rahima
University of Baghdad / College of Languages / Department of Hebrew Language

Abstract

his research presents a comparative study of the emphatic style in both

Arabic and Hebrew, focusing on the types, tools, functions, and rhetori-
cal techniques involved. In both languages, emphasis is used to reinforce
meaning, eliminate doubt, or respond to denial, making it a core compo-
nent of linguistic discourse.

In Arabic, emphasis is divided into verbal (by repeating the same word) and
semantic (using words like nafs [self], ‘ayn [same], and Kull [all]), in addi-
tion to rhetorical tools such as inna (), anna (Of), and the emphatic 1am (pY
2S¢l (In Hebrew, emphasis appears through verbal repetition and through
words such as be'emet (truly) and ken (indeed), as well as oaths like hai-
Adonai M7, meaning "As the Lord lives."

Despite the differences in form, the two languages share a similar rhetorical
purpose for emphasis, especially in religious and literary texts—reflecting
a stylistic and structural closeness between the two Semitic languages.

The study concluded that examining the use of emphasis in Arabic and He-
brew reveals a clear similarity in goals and functions, despite differences
in the tools and forms employed.

This study demonstrates the structural closeness between the two languages
on one hand, and their cultural uniqueness on the other. It also highlights
the importance of rhetorical style in shaping the structure of discourse in
both languages.

Keywords: Emphasis, Arabic language, Hebrew language, linguistic com-
parison, rhetorical style
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