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Abstract:

This study examines the mechanisms for initiating a constitutional action and the procedural requirements for
filing it, given its central role in preserving constitutional supremacy and ensuring the conformity of legislation
with the Constitution. It also explains the distinct nature of constitutional litigation in comparison with ordinary
judicial disputes, particularly with respect to its legal character and the entities entitled to trigger it. The paper
further discusses the principal methods of constitutional review, including the incidental plea of
unconstitutionality and referral by the trial court, while clarifying the approach adopted in Iraqi law. It then
addresses the formal and substantive requirements for the admissibility of such actions before the competent
court, with reference to relevant judicial practice and the practical issues revealed by that practice. The study
concludes with findings and recommendations intended to strengthen the legal framework governing
constitutional litigation.KeywordsConstitutional lawsuit, constitutional review, Federal Supreme Court,
unconstitutionality plea, judicial procedures.
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