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Abstract

College graduates in lIraq face a complex reality characterized by a stark contradiction between
the dream of a university degree and the shock of the job market. While the number of graduates
is increasing at an unprecedented rate, decent job opportunities are shrinking, leaving young
people facing a disguised unemployment crisis. This crisis even extends to medical professions,
which were secure for years but have become virtually unfilled in recent years due to flawed
policies and strategies. Graduates of the University of Karbala are part of this contradiction
affecting graduates from various Iragi universities. A strong connection between education and
the labor market is essential. A close relationship between the university education system and
productive activity in any society is a fundamental prerequisite for driving progress and the local
economy forward. Undoubtedly, this modern vision of basic and university education leads to
greater alignment between educational and scientific research institutions on the one hand, and
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production sites on the other. The total number of graduates reached (30,694), of whom (14,487)

were male graduates and (16,207) were female graduates. The highest number recorded in the
year (2023-2023) was (7,040), with a percentage of (23%). Males recorded (3,274), with a
percentage of (22.6%), while females recorded (3,766), with a percentage of (23.3%). The
research was studied by counting the number of college graduates, the actual number of
graduates, and the two studies (morning and evening) from the year 2019 until the year 2024,
who were distributed across the various colleges and departments at the University of Karbala.
The research addressed the most important results and recommendations reached by the
researcher.
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