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Semiotics of Character in the Novel “4 Watch in the King’s Pocket” by
Maisaloon Hadi
Lect. Bashar Ihsan Yahya Qasim

Abstract

This study, entitled “Semiotics of Character in the Novel ‘A Watch in the
King’s Pocket’ by Maisaloon Hadi,” presents an analytical examination of
novelistic characters from a semiotic perspective. It aims to uncover the deep
meanings and symbols embodied by the characters and to show how they
contribute to constructing the overall meaning of the novel. The research focuses
on analyzing the main characters—such as the character of (Noor)—as well as
the historical figures associated with the watch incident, in order to understand
how they represent historical events and social transformations in Irag. The
study explores the signifying nature of characters according to a referential
system (historical, political, and social), and examines how their identities and
meanings are formed within the narrative context of the novel. This research is
structured around two main sections: Introduction, which includes: a.
Semiotics: concept and significance. b. The literary character as a semiotic sign.
c. Maisaloon Hadi and the novel “A Watch in the King’s Pocket.” Semiotic
Analysis of Character, which includes: a. The character as a historical sign.
b. The character as a political sign. c. The character as a social sign.

Keywords: Semiotics, Character, Novel, A Clock in the King's Pocket by
Maysaloon Hadi
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