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The efforts of Judge Abdul Jabbar Al-Mu'tazili in his responses to dualism.
Dr. Abdul Jabbar Abdul Razzag Abdul Qahar Al-Samarrai
Department of Religious Education and Islamic Studies

Abstract

This research examines the efforts of Judge Abd al-Jabbar al-Mu'tazili (d. 415
AH) in confronting dualistic thought, which is based on the belief in two eternal
principles of the universe: light and darkness. This belief leads to an
interpretation of good and evil based on the conflict between these two
principles. Judge Abd al-Jabbar is considered one of the most prominent
Mu'tazilite theologians who addressed this doctrine through his theological
works, particularly his book al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al-'Adl (The
Sufficient Book on the Chapters of Divine Unity and Justice) and his book
Sharh al-Usul al-Khamsa (Explanation of the Five Principles). In his responses
to dualism, Judge Abd al-Jabbar relied on a rational approach based on proof
and logic. He sought to demonstrate the impossibility of two gods or two
independent principles governing the world, explaining that the order and unity
of the universe point to the oneness of the Creator. He also discussed the
contradictions arising from the dualism of light and darkness, clarifying that
attributing evil to an independent principle negates the concept of God's all-
encompassing power. He based his arguments on the principle of monotheism,
which represents the cornerstone of Mu'tazilite thought, and on the principle of
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divine justice, which explains human actions and responsibility without the need
to posit the existence of an eternal evil force. The research concluded that Judge
Abdul Jabbar made a significant contribution to consolidating the Islamic
doctrine based on monotheism, by refuting the rational and philosophical
foundations of dualism, and highlighting the methodological contradictions
inherent in it, which made his responses represent an important model for
Islamic theological debate in the face of opposing intellectual currents.

Keywords: Qadi Abd al-Jabbar, Mu'tazila, Dualism, Tawhid, Kalam, Rational
Refutations, Islamic Sects
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