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Abstract
Since ancient times, literature has
consistently documented and refined

human experiences in an aesthetic style,
serving ethical and social causes that
regulate individual behavior within
society. In the modern era, a genre of
literature has emerged that predicts and
warns against the consequences of
totalitarian regimes governing some
societies: dystopian literature. This genre
has become increasingly prevalent in
contemporary world literature, including
Hebrew literature. Indeed, the
contemporary generation of Jewish
writers in the occupied territories is
considered the dystopian generation.

In the story "The Sea Flood" by A. B.
Yehoshua, a dystopia is presented,
characterized by the totalitarianism of
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the regime, the suppression of thought,
and the loss of individuality. Yehoshua
employs a wealth of symbols and
allusions to depict a dystopian
environment devoid of humanity. Its
outward appearance is one of heroism
and idealism, while its underlying reality
Is a profound sense of loss regarding the
value of heroism for an individual
lacking identity, and for regimes that
sacrifice their own people for a cause
destined to end in catastrophe. This
catastrophe will only occur if solutions
are found that are appropriate to the
realities of the present time and place,
rather than relying on pre-established
laws that are no longer applicable.
Joshua produced a masterpiece of
Hebrew literature at the time of its
writing, and reiterated his warning upon
its republication. His literary prophecy
has proven true, foreshadowing the state
of his society in 2026.

Keywords: A.B. Joshua, flood, dystopia,
modern Hebrew literature
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Abstract
Yehoshua's Dystopia in the story "The
Flood of the Sea"

Prof. Iman Lafta Aziz
Department of Hebrew Language |/
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Since antiquity, literature has persisted

in documenting human experiences,
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refining them through an aesthetic style
that serves moral and societal causes to
regulate individual behavior  within
society. In the modern era, a genre of
literature emerged to prophesy and warn
against the consequences of totalitarian
certain  societies:

The

regimes  ruling

dystopian literature. latter has
proliferated across contemporary world
literature, a trend mirrored in Hebrew
literature, where the contemporary
literary generation of Jewish writers in
the occupied land is regarded as the
generation of dystopian literature.

In the story "The Flood of the Sea" by

A.B. Yehoshua, a dystopia is
manifested through systemic
totalitarianism, the suppression of

thought, and the erosion of individuality.
Yehoshua saturates the narrative with
symbols and cues of a dehumanized
dystopian environment—one that
maintains a facade of heroism and
idealism while concealing an inner void
regarding the value of valor for an
identity—less individual. It portrays
regimes that sacrifice their youth for a
cause destined for catastrophe, unless
rectified by solutions aligned with the

immediate realities of time and place,

rather than adhering to prefabricated
laws enacted by those no longer in

touch with the present reality.

At the time of its writing, Yehoshua
literature a
his
The

bestowed upon Hebrew

unique masterpiece, renewing

warnings upon its republication.
prophecy of his literature has been
fulfilled in the current state of his society
in 2026.

Keywords: A.B. Yehoshua, The Flood

of the Sea, Dystopia, Modern Hebrew

Literature.
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