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Abstract

This study investigates the contribution of ports and maritime transport to economic
and urban development, focusing on their vital role in supporting international trade,

attracting investment, and driving urban transformation. The research employs a
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descriptive-analytical method, analyzing economic and logistical indicators related to

Turkish ports and assessing their impact on urban growth and sustainable development.

Findings indicate that the modernization and expansion of port capacity in Turkey have
directly increased trade volumes, stimulated transport-related industries and logistics
services, created employment opportunities, and transformed coastal areas into dynamic

economic centers

This process has also strengthened Turkey’s competitive position in global markets.
The Turkish case confirms that ports and maritime transport serve as strategic levers for
balanced economic and urban growth. The study recommends adopting integrated policies
that combine investment in maritime infrastructure with environmental sustainability

standards to ensure long-term economic gains and reinforce sustainable urban development.
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