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Refuting Synonymy and its Impact on Semantic Specification: A Study
of Lexical Variation Mechanisms

Yousif Abdulqader Abd, PhD
Abstract

his research aims to uncover the strategy of “Refuting Synonymy” and

its resulting “Semantic Specification” within classical administrative dis-
course, by tracing the mechanisms of lexical variation in a selected prose
corpus. The significance of this study lies in challenging the common no-
tion of absolute semantic equivalence between terms, demonstrating how
context generates subtle nuances that grant each word its own semantic
and functional autonomy. Moving beyond traditional classifications, the
study employs semantic field analysis to illustrate the mechanisms of vari-
ation across the systems of values, administration, financial policy, and le-
gal argumentation. The findings reveal that the departure from synonymy
in this text was not a linguistic luxury, but rather a procedural necessity
designed to tighten intended meanings and prevent ambiguity in sovereign
decisions.

Keywords: Synonymy Refutation, Semantic Specification, Lexical Variation,
Administrative Discourse, Semantic Fields.
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