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It is to be noted that A in the first sentence is optional and can be
omitted without affecting grammatically the meaning of the sentence,
whereas A in the second and third sentences is obligatory.

b. Generally, adverbials can appear in different positions in the

sentence (Schauster, 1965:155 and Chalker, 1989:89).
92.Fortunately, I had plenty of food with me.
93.She never protests and she always agrees with me.
94.1 went to some seminars last year.

4. Conclusions
The conclusions arrived at can be summed up as follows:
1. There are only five syntactic functions of sentences in English.

2. The syntactic functions are divided according to the sentence
patterns they are attributed to.

3. The constituents of the sentence patterns are all obligatory.

4. The syntactic functions are sentence constituents different from the
classes they belong to.

5. The syntactlc functlons play an unportant role m dwndmg words
accordmg to functlons they perform AOEY

6. Sentenoes in Enghsh can, be analyzed accordmg to seven pattems

“Only=”" = T — ’

10
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2. The adverbial clauses realizing adverbial functions, following Celce-
Murcia and Larsene-Freeman (1999:492), Quirk et al (1973:322) and
Quirk et al (1985:1112), are:

a. clauses of time:

76. We'll set off when Todd arrives home.

b. clauses of position (place):

77. They put the jars where no one could find them.

c. clauses of reason:

78. The match is cancelled because it has snowed all morning.
d. clauses of purpose:

79. She quickly mended her coat so that she could wear it.

e. clauses of result:

80. He ran so well that he was selected for the county team.

f. clauses of condition:

81. If vou are going away next week, would you let me know?
g. clauses of concession:

82. Even if the quahtv is belter there is still room for zmprovmg
h. clauses of manner ,

83. You behave as zf/as though it wasn't vour fault:

i. clauses of circumstance:

84. Seeing that the weather tias zmproved we'll enjoy our time.
j- clauses of comparison:

85. He looks as if he were guilty.

k. clauses of proportion:

86. The harder he worked, the happier he felt.

l. clauses of preference:

87. Rather than spend the day in, 1'd sooner work in the garden.
m. comment clauses:

88. My grandmother's story, as everybody knew, was airy-fairy.

3. The syntactic functions of adverbial are:
a. It is usually optional, except for the patterns SV4 and SVOA (Quirk
etal, 1973:171 and Quirk et al, 1972:530).
89.The come (happily). SV(A)
90.He is in London. SVA
91.She put the book on the table. SVOA
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63. He is a student.
64.They made him a boss.
b. If it is a reflexive pronoun, the subject complement has number,

person and gender concord (Quirk et al, 1985:729).

65. She is not herself today.

c. It is related to the subject if it is subject complement, and it is
related to the direct object if it is object complement (Greenbaum
and Quirk, 1990:207).

66. He is happy.
Cs
67.They made him happy.
Co
Adverbial (A)

The term 'adverbial' is much larger than simply an adverb along with
terms like subject and object. It is the syntactic function that denotes a
constituent of a clause structure, as opposed to a word class (Finch,
2000:84-85)., Besides, Hartmann.and’ Stork (1972 6) state  that an
adverbial is def ned as a name given by grammarians to a structure .which
functions-as_an: adverb (m qurfymg a verb, an, ad_]ectlve and “other
adverb), but wluch does not have usual formal featunes 1€, does not end
in—ly.

1. The units realizing adverblal ﬁmctlons, as Qu1rk et al (1973:208)

suggest, are: _‘; 41

a. Adverb phrases: e s

68. I drove the car very quickly. ‘

b. Noun phrases:

69. Kim was writing last night.

c. Prepositional phrases:

70. Jim is sitting in the garden.

d. Finite clauses:

71. John was working though he was weary.

e. Non-finite clauses:

72. I was running to catch the train (infinitive).

73. Wishing to encourage him, they praised Jim (-ing participle).
74. If advised by my father, I shall stay (-ed participle).
f. Verbless clauses:

75. He was fighting, unmindful of the failure.
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50.She is very beautiful.
63

51. They elected him a chairman.
G
52.She made him very happv.

G
Further, Quirk et al (1985:1049) Leech and Svartvik (1994:229) and

Greenbaum and Quirk (1990:306) state that the nominal clauses realizing
complement function are:

I

a. That-clauses:
53. My hope is that evervthing will be OK.

G

b. Wh-interrogative clauses:
54. The pu==le is who will say the statement.

G

c¢. Nominal relative clauses:
55. Mother is wbere svmpathy and maternity are.

== < v < (:s .
56. You can call me whatever you like.
/ . _ - C(;

d. TB‘lir;ﬁhiﬁve clauses:
57. Her last wish is to marry a lieutenant.

|
58. He 1old evervbody to relax.

G
e. Nominal -ing clauses:
59. Her first duty is washing the dishes.

G
60. He avoided me plaving football
G

f. Bare infinitive clauses:
61. What I demonstrate for is ensure a fair revenge for the prisoners.
s
62_Afy friend’s plan made me pay for his abysmal fiasco. ,
C |

The syntactic functions of the complement are:

a. If it is a nominal phrase, the subject complement has concord of
number with the subject, and the object complement has concord of
number with the direct object.
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d. Nominal relative clauses:

36.1 need to see whoever deals with the consumers.
Oq

37.He gave whoever wanted to leave a luggage.

O

e. To-infinitive clauses:

38.1 hope all to be glad.

f. Nominal —ing clauses:

39.Cheaters enjoy deceiving people.

g. Bare infinitive clauses:

40.A411 I did was (to) turn on the lamp.

. The syntactic functions of the object are:

a. It is found with transitive verbs only (Biber et al, 1999:126).

41. Louise broke the cup.

b. It always follows the verb (Biber et al, 2002:48).

42.1 saw Kim. _

c. It becomes the subject when tummg an active sentence into passive
(Greenbaum and Nelson, 2002 27) E '

43 I broke the wmdow (active).- s

44, T71e window was broken (passnve)

d. The indirect object® commonly corresponds to a prepositional
phrase (Quirk et al, 1985 726).

45. 1 sent the boss a message > I sent'a message 1o the boss

e. The object function requires the pronouns to appear in their
objective case (Quirk et al, 1985:726).

46. I wish I could help him.

f. The indirect object can be omitted without affecting grammatically
the sentence (ibid).

47. David saved me a seat = David saved a seat.

g. If the object is co-referential with the subject, the former requires a
reflexive pronoun (ibid).

48. She hurt herself.

Complement (C) (subject or object)

. The form of the complement is typically a nominal phrase or an

adjective phrase (Greenbaum and Quirk, 1990:207), or a clause with
nominal function (Quirk and Greenbaum, 1973:170).
49. He is a doctor.

Cs
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24.They play football.
d. The pronouns used as subjects are always in the nominative case

(Biber et al, 2002:48).
25. He came yesterday.
e. The subject routinely occurs before the verb in declarative clauses
and after the operator in yes/no interrogative clauses (Greenbaum
and Quirk, 1990:207).
26.Kim plays tennis.
27.Does Kim play tennis?
f. The subject determines the form of reflexive pronouns that occur in
the same clause (Greenbaum and Nelson, 2002:26).
28. I hurt myself.
g. In changing an active sentence into a passive sentence, the subject
must be changed (Quirk et al, 1985:725).
29. The police called the bomb-disposal squad (active).
30.7he bomb-dzsposal squad was called by Ihe poI:ce (passive).
ii. Verb (V)r B
Greenbaum and Qunrk (1990:207), state_that "the VERB is always
realized by a verb phrase" Itis normally present in all clauses, including
imperative clauses (where the subject is typically abscm) The verb
determines what other elements (apan from thc SUbjCCl) may or must
occur in the clause". /
iii. Object (O) (direct and mdu'ect) o 5
1. Like the subject, the form of the object (dlrect and indirect) is either a
nominal phrase (Biber et al, 2002:48), or a clause with a nominal
function (Quirk et al, 1973:170).
31.They ate all the strawberries.
Oq4
32.He sent the boss a message.
O Oq4
Quirk et al (1985:1048), Greenbaum and Quirk (1990:305), Leech
and Svartvik (1994:228) and Quirk et al (1973:316) mention that the
nominal clauses realizing object function are:
a. That-clauses:

33. ] told him that he was wrong.

b. Wh-interrogative clauses:

34. I can't tell what he wants to keep secret.
c. Yes/no interrogative clauses:

35. I don't know whether he will come or not.
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3. Sentence Elements Syntactically Defined
In this subsection, the phrases and classes that can stand for each of the

syntactic functions just mentioned shall be specified. As pointed, the
phrase that functions as a subject or an object is not necessarily a noun
phrase. Thus, the function of a particular element can be realized by many

different phrases. This can be shown as follows:
i. Subject (S)
a. The form of the subject is simply either an NP (Berk, 1999:12), or a
nominal clause (Quirk et al, 1985:724; Quirk et al, 1973:316-322):

11. The pretty girl is a doctor.

There are seven types of nominal clauses:

a. That-clauses:

12. That she is clever is true.

b. Wh-interrogative clauses:

13. How the book will sell depends on its author.

a. Yes/no-interrogative clauses:

14. Do you know if/'whether the banks are open?

a. Relative clauses:

15. What I am Iookmg /br is a wife.

e.” To-infi nitive clauses: :

16.For a bridge to collapse Izke that is unbelzevable.

f. Nominal -ing clause: .

17.Looking for a good wife in these days is not easy.

g. Bare infinitive and verbless clauses:

18.Turn off the tap was all I did. (bare infinitive)

19.Whoever in my house is in big trouble. (verbless clause)

b. The syntactic functions of the subject in a sentence can be summed up

as follows:

a. The subject of a clause is normally absent in imperative clauses

(Greenbaum and Nelson, 2002:25).
20.Help me with my bag.
b. The subject determines the number of the subject complement
when that is a noun phrase (Quirk et al, 1985:725).
21.Susan is my sister.

22.Susan and Mary are my sisters.
c. The subject determines the number of the verb phrase, whether it is

singular or plural (Miller, 2002:88).
23. He plays football.
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Concentrating on five elements, certain clause patterns can be
distinguished. The number of patterns distinguished differs from one
author to another. Stageberg (1971:169) states that there are nine patterns.
In fact, Srageberg's claim is entirely rejected, for sentences cannot have
more functions than those mentioned by Quirk et al (1973:167), which
are quoted as follows:

i. SV
2. The child  laughed.
S \"
i. SVO
3. Somebody caught the ball.
S \" (0]
iii. SVA
4. Mary is inthe house.
S vV A
iv. SVC
5. Mary is anurse.
Sms VY. €
v. SVOO : : o
6. She ~gives -'me . expensive present.. , o
S V o " 04 ) ' '
vii SVOA v~ \
7. 1 put the plate on the lb.bIe'.‘
S V 0 A e
viii SVOC
8. We have proved him a fool.
S \Y (0) C

Before moving to another subsection, it is of great importance to
know that the constituents of each pattern are all obligatory and not
omissible. This can be explained by analyzing the following sentence into
its syntactic constituents:

9. He came  happily.
S \' A

It is to be noted that the pattern of this sentence is SV, not SVA;
otherwise there would be an endless list of patterns. Thus, to instantiate
such a pattern as SVOA, a sentence like:

10. I saw Kim yesterday.
S V O A
would be incorrect, because it belongs to a different pattern which is SVO
and because A is an optional function.
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(Borjars and Burridge, 2010:7). It is, therefore, very important to know
that though functions and classes are mixed, they differ completely in the
roles they perform.

Before discussing the structure of English sentences, it is important to
understand the overall structure of the simple sentence. In this study, the
internal structure of some short, simple sentences shall be examined.
Most syntactic descriptions of sentence structure have traditionally made
use of five primary elements: S, V, O, C and A.

The problem that instigates establishing this study is that the traditional
grammarians depended on semantic grounds in classifying the syntactic
functions in English. Accordingly, there is no clear-cut distinction
between the parts of speech and the syntactic functions performed by
these parts of speech. In Addition, the syntactic functions in English were
classified logically. This means that the traditional grammarians of
English followed Greek philosophers in classifying those functions in
English.

The proposed study aims at investigating the syntactic functions of the
sentence components in English and identifying each syntactic function
in detail. It also_ establishes the syntactic realizations of functions and
classes as well as separates functions'from word classes in English. In
this study, 1t is hypothesized that 1~ Each constituent in a’sentence
performs a particular function apart from the class to ‘which it belongs It
also proves that the 2-Word classes are not necessanly divided on the
basis of the functions they- display. The syntactic functions play an
important role in classifying the sentence components into their basic
categories.

As far as model is concerned, thls study depends principally on Quirk et
al's A University Grammar of English model (1973). Their model seems
the most optimal one, because it makes a salient distinction between the
classes and their syntactic functions. The present study deals with the
syntactic functions in English. It discusses five sentential functions which
are S (Subject), V (Verb), O (Object), C (Complement) and A
(Adverbial). It is to be noted that this study is concerned mainly with
Standard Written English.

This study is regarded a step towards the understanding of English
syntactic functions and classes. It comes against the long-adopted view
that denies the distinction between the syntactic functions and the classes
to which those functions are attributed. Besides, its findings can be used
for comparative and contrastive analyses of syntactic functions with
regard to the classes of English and of another language such as Arabic.

2. Basic Sentence Patterns
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Abstract

This study aims at investigating the syntactic functions of the sentence in
English. A sentence in English is described in terms of a taxonomy of the
range of different types of syntactic structures. The central assumption
underpinning syntactic analysis is that sentences are built up of a series of
syntactic units, each of which belongs to a specific grammatical category
and serves a specific grammatical function. Consequently, it is most
important to remember that words are classified into parts of speech
according to their function, that is according to their work that they do
and not according to their form (Eckersley and Eckersley, 1960:5). In this
respect, each sentence can be analyzed into certain constituents. These
constituents are called syntactic functions. Accordingly, there are five
syntactic functions in English which are: subject (S), verb (V), object (O),
complement (C) and adverbial (A). It is to be noted that these functions
play an important role in attributing items to their categories (cf. Leech et
al, 1982:75). Palmer (1983:57) states that the definitions of word classes
"are not independent of " their syntactic functions; "precisely what a
noun is in English will depend on.the functions of that class of
word" (see also Radford, 2009: 1) When analyzed no English sentence
can have more than these five functxons
1. Introduction
Classes are isolated and labeled in terms of the categories they belong to
and the functions they perform. In short, phrasal’classes, such as noun
phrases, verb phrases, adJectlve phrases, adverb phrase etc. and word
classes, such as noun, verb; adjective, adverb, etc. are what these classes .
are. Functions like S, V, O, C and A are what these classes do. You can |
usually tell what class an element belongs to by just looking at the word ﬂ
or phrase. In order to establish the function of a word or phrase, you need
to know the sentence in which it occurs. It is, therefore, worth mentioning
a "consistent distinction between what phrases and words are and what
they do, because most phrasal and word classes have a variety of different
functions. For example, while it is true that subjects are usually noun
phrases, not all noun phrases function as subjects:

1. The bride's mother threw a large pickled gherkin.

S 0]
In the above sentence, both the bride's mother and a large pickled
gherkin are noun phrases. The first functions as a subject and the second
functions as an object. Although both the bride's mother and a large
pickled gherkin belong to the same phrasal category, their functions
differ. In English, it is their position in the sentence that tells what
functions they display in the sentence. The converse is also true: a
particular function can be filled by different phrasal classes, indeed; even
the subject position can be filled by categories other than noun phrases"
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