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The Effect of the Subject’s Position on the Case of the Object: “A
Fundamental Study in Arabic Grammar and its Applications in the
Qur’anic Text”

Assistant Professor Dr Fatima Abdul-Hussein Sayhood,

Irag, University of Kufa, Faculty of Education for Girls

Abstract:

Research Concept and Problem: This research addresses one of the most subtle
issues of word order in the Arabic sentence, namely ‘the placement of the object
before its subject’, seeking to resolve the problem posed by the divergence of
grammarians’ rulings between prohibition and permissibility in constructions
that are superficially similar but fundamentally different in terms of the strength
of the subject or its right to precedence. Research Objectives: The study aims to
resolve the grammatical disagreement regarding the fronting of the object of the
predicate “is not” (lays), to examine the arguments of those who permit and
those who prohibit it, and to investigate the impact of the “right of precedence”
on the prohibition of object fronting. Research Methodology: The study adopted
a descriptive-analytical approach, tracing the views of the Basra and Kufa
schools and discussing the grammatical reasons cited by leading grammarians of
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both earlier and later periods. The most significant findings of the research are
that the strength of the verb and its static nature are the primary criteria for
determining the rank of the object; the greater the verb’s capacity for action, the
higher the rank of its object. Furthermore, the ‘right of precedence’—comprising
the subject, conjunctions, substitute particles acts as a rank barrier preventing
the object from advancing, thereby preserving the sentence structure from
fragmentation; and that the sentence object lacks the flexibility of the single
object in terms of placement, due to its syntactic weight and the potential
ambiguity this may cause; and that the objectors were not powerless in the face
of texts that appear to place the object first, but rather devised solutions for
them, including the advancement of the object without requiring the
advancement of the subject, ‘as in “As for Zayd, strike him”,” which is a
standard solution; and including ellipsis, whereby an omitted verb functions in
the advanced object to free it from the weakness of the static verb, and here the
solution is ellipsis .

Keywords: precedence, agent, order, object, derivational.
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