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Al-Magrizi's Philosophy of History Through His Letters *
Dr. Muhammad Sami Ahmad Imteer

An-Najah National University / Palestine

Abstract

This research aims to uncover the philosophy of history of the historian
Taqi al-Din al-Magrizi (766-845 AH/1364-1441 CE) through his letters,
which serve as a mirror to his historical, social, and economic thought. The
study's significance lies in its attempt to reveal the philosophical dimension of
al-Magrizi's thought through the analysis of his letters. While his major
works, such as "Al-Khitat wal-Suluk™ (The Plans and Conduct) and "Risalat
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al-Bayan li'l-Magrizi: Al-Masadir wal-Dawafi' wal-Maqasid" (The Epistle of
Elucidation of al-Magrizi: Sources, Motives, and Objectives) by Hassan al-
Da'if, have often received attention, his letters remain a fertile ground for
understanding his methodology in historical analysis and criticism. The
problem this study faces lies in the absence of a comprehensive vision that
clarifies the intellectual and philosophical foundations from which al-Magqrizi
approached historical phenomena, particularly those related to the economic,
social, and political crises of his era.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on collecting
historical material from the seven letters of al-Maqrizi under study. Because it
represents the essence of his philosophy in understanding history, as it
combines the economic, social and intellectual dimensions, unlike other
letters of a descriptive or jurisprudential nature that do not serve the goal of
philosophical research. Then, the study analyzed its contents and linked them
to the general context of the Mamluk era, with partial comparison to the ideas
of Ibn Khaldun (d. 808 AH/1406 AD). The study concluded that al-Magqrizi
was not merely a transmitter of events, but was distinguished by an analytical
vision that linked economic, social and political factors. He also provided
early indications of economic concepts, such as inflation, monopoly and the
quantity theory of money. Thus, he embodied the model of the thinking
historian who contributed to the formulation of a philosophy of history based
on the interaction between man, the environment and time.

Keywords: Al-Magrizi, philosophy of history, Al-Magrizi's letters, Mamluk
history, economic and social thought.
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