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Abstract:
This study aims to examine the nature of the mental image formed by the Iraqi public in
the southern governorates toward female nurses working in the healthcare sector, as well
as to identify the most prominent sources contributing to shaping this image. The
researcher adopted a survey-based methodology, employing a structured measurement
instrument to assess the attitudes of the study sample. The sample consisted of (661)
respondents representing the public in the southern governorates of Irag.The findings
indicate that the mental image of female nurses is generally positive. Respondents
perceive female nurses as professional figures characterized by competence, commitment,
and discipline in performing their duties. Furthermore, the results highlight their
significant humanitarian role during health crises, particularly during the COVID-19
pandemic and the associated health and social challenges. The study also addressed a
central research problem concerning the nature of the public’s perception of female nurses
during the pandemic period. The results reveal that the overall level of the mental image
among the southern public was positive based on relative importance, with a mean score
of (2.5) reflecting a favorable evaluation of performance.In terms of the sources
influencing this image, the findings show that colleagues at work ranked first (17.2%),
followed by personal visits to healthcare institutions for medical examinations (11.3%).
These results underscore the importance of direct experience and professional
environments in shaping public perceptions of female nurses.
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