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Abstract

This research examines the concept of "suddenness" as it appears in
religious texts, focusing on a comparison between two pivotal events in religious
doctrine: the Resurrection and the advent of the awaited Mahdi—the savior or
redeemer in other religions. The research begins by analyzing the Quranic
contexts in which the word "suddenness" appears, reviewing the interpretations of
Muslim scholars regarding its temporal and spiritual connotations. It then moves
to distinguish the relationship between the element of surprise and divine timing in
both the Resurrection and the advent, drawing upon Sunni and Shi'a
interpretations and narrations.

The analysis extends to a comparison of this concept in other Abrahamic
religions, such as Judaism and Christianity, and other religions that believe in the
return of a savior or redeemer, or a sudden end of the world. The research
concludes that "suddenness" represents one of the psychological and theological
constants shared by major faiths, indicating that the divinely promised one often
arrives unexpectedly, thus testing the sincerity of faith and the readiness of
believers for the establishment of a just state.

Keywords: The suddenness - the awaited Mahdi - the savior - comparative
religion - the Day of Judgment.
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