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Secret and Public Letters as a Tool for Communication in the Abbasid
Era of Repression: The Case of Imams al-Hadi and al-Askari
(peace be upon them)

Assist lect. Mahmoud Khalaf Bashir
General Directorate of Education in Dhi Qar Governorate
Abstract

The era of the two Imams, Ali al-Askari (peace be upon them),
represented a pivotal stage in the history of the Imamate. Abbasid pressure
reached its peak through a policy of strict surveillance and oppression,
particularly in the city of Samarra, which was transformed into an open
military camp and prison for them and their followers. Amid this unjust
political situation, secret public letters emerged as a means of communication
between the two Imams and their followers in various Islamic regions.

The two Imams adopted the method of secret letters and
correspondence to manage Shiite affairs through a network of agents who
conveyed religious and financial directives and instructions in complete
secrecy, preserving the lives of followers from persecution. These letters
combined security precautions with ideological depth. As for the public
letters, they were formulated in a balanced, symbolic language that allowed
the Imam to express his position without direct confrontation with the
authorities. This enabled him to maintain his scholarly and social presence
within the confines of the Abbasid court. Thus, correspondence during the era
of the Askaris transformed into a multi-level communication system: secret to
protect the Shiite entity, and public to preserve the Imam's scholarly and
missionary role..
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This correspondence—with its political, organizational, and ideological
dimensions—represented the practical foundation for the era of occultation
that followed the martyrdom of Imam al-Askari (peace be upon him). It paved
the way for the idea of indirect leadership through agents and special
representatives. In short, letters during the era of Abbasid oppression proved
to be more than just a means of communication.
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