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Abstract

This study examines the artistic features of the flash poem (Qasidat al-Wamda) in the
modern Iraqi poetic experience, focusing on the analysis of its linguistic and stylistic
elements, as well as techniques of suggestion, paradox, and condensation, in addition to
the interactive relationship between the poet and the reader. The study indicates that the
flash poem represents an extension of modern Arabic poetry, influenced by both Eastern
and Western literary forms such as Haiku and Epigram (Epigramma), relying on linguistic
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condensation and focusing on a single poetic moment. This gives the text the ability to
astonish the reader and stimulate mental interpretation. The Iragi modern texts,
particularly the works of Ahmad Matar, Faraj al-Khattab, and Najah Abdullah,
demonstrate the use of paradoxes, semantic shifts, condensed expressions, and surprising
conclusions, making the flash poem an independent and distinctive poetic form compared
to traditional poetry. The study highlights that this poetic style reflects the social, political,
and cultural transformations experienced in Iraq since the 1980s and 1990s, with a
particular emphasis on expressing the experiences of individuals and society under
conditions of change and upheaval.

Keywords: Flash poem; Modern Iraqi poetry; Artistic features; Linguistic condensation;
Paradox; Poetic suggestion
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