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Summary

In the context of expiations, such as the expiation for unintentional killing and zihar (a
form of divorce), where a Muslim is required to free a believing slave as atonement for the
sin, as in:

"Then the freeing of a believing slave™ (An-Nisa: 92)! (This is an acceleration) - ((

"Then the freeing of a slave before they touch each other™)) (Al-Majidah: 3)3?))

"The freeing of a slave")) (Al-Balad: 13)3))The freeing of a slave is presented as an
example of overcoming obstacles on the path to righteousness and salvation.

Here, the term "slave" is understood metaphorically as referring to a person who is
enslaved or imprisoned and must be freed. This highlights the profound humanitarian
dimension of Islamic law, which seeks to gradually eliminate all forms of slavery and
servitude.*

This study demonstrates that the Quran uses the term “slave" to signify the value of
human life, and that freeing a person from slavery is a great act of righteousness, which
God has placed at the forefront of expiations and good deeds. Furthermore, analyzing the
various contexts of this term reveals the objectives of Islamic law in promoting freedom
and justice, and in atoning for sins through acts related to serving humanity and saving
lives. It is also evident that the use of the term "slave™ in the Quran expresses the
integration of the legislative and ethical dimensions, by linking punishments to expiations
that positively impact the lives of others and contribute to building a society based on
mercy and mutual support.

This research presents an analytical study of the term “slave" in the Holy Quran by
examining its occurrences and analyzing its linguistic, legal, and social connotations
within a scientific methodology that combines thematic and teleological interpretation of
Quranic texts. The mention of "slave" in the Quran is not accidental; rather, it appears in
precise legislative contexts related to: expiation for sins, liberation from injustice, and acts
of charity and mutual support.

The research aims to analyze the three verses in which the term "slave" appears, namely:
His saying, may He be exalted: {Then the freeing of a believing slave} [An-Nisa: 92]*
And His saying: {Then the freeing of a slave} [Al-Mujadilah: 3]?

And His saying: {The freeing of a slave} [Al-Balad: 13]®The research adopted an
objective analytical approach combining:

A linguistic study of the word "slave" in the Arabic language and dictionaries®.

An interpretive study of scholars' interpretations of these verses’.

A purposive analysis highlighting the purpose of including the freeing of slaves among
expiations and acts of charity?®.

The research concluded that freeing slaves in the Holy Quran was not merely an optional
act, but sometimes a religious obligation to atone for sins, as in the expiation for
unintentional killing and zihar (a form of divorce), and at other times it was among the
highest acts of charity to which the Quran called believers, such as the verse: {Freeing a
slave}®. The research also clarified that this legislative application of the concept of
"slavery" reflects a lofty, humane Quranic vision aimed at building a society based on

1616



) k Al - - “ 4.8 a
2026 olx> 21A 12 dgalall g due Laial) g Auiluady) ¢ ganll A8) al) ddaal)

F(\?
NO.21A1 Jun2026 Iraqi Journal of Humanitarian, Social and Scientific Research (kb
Print I1SSN 2710-0952 Electronic 1SSN2790-1254 ——
_———————  ——————

freedom, dignity, and equality, by liberating humanity from the servitude of other human
beings to the servitude of God alone.!®

In conclusion, the researcher recommended the necessity of re-examining Quranic terms
with legal and humanistic dimensions, and activating the purposive aspect in their
interpretation, in a way that contributes to strengthening the discourse of contemporary
Islamic civilization.1t

Keywords: slavery — meaning — marriage
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