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The Role of Accounting Governance in Enhancing Economic Sustainability and the
:Efficiency of Public Expenditures

A Field Study on the Employees of Financial, Accounting, and Auditing Departments in
the Iragi Ministries of Finance and Planning

Hussein Nima Ibrahim Kuraif
Wasit University — College of Basic Education
Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the role of accounting governance in enhancing economic
sustainability and the efficiency of public expenditures in Irag, through a field study
conducted on employees within the financial, accounting, and oversight departments at the
Ministries of Finance and Planning. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach
using a field survey method. A questionnaire was distributed to the study population of
400 employees, and 280 valid responses were recovered for statistical analysis (a response
rate of 70%).

The results showed that the implementation level of accounting governance was moderate
(2.88 out of 5). Furthermore, a statistically significant positive impact of accounting
governance was found on both the efficiency of public expenditures (R*2 = 0.324) and
economic sustainability (R"2 = 0.287). The study also revealed weaknesses in
transparency and disclosure, a significant shortcoming in compliance with IPSAS
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standards, weak internal controls, and the marginalization of the environmental
dimension. Additionally, statistically significant differences in the respondents' opinions
were found attributable to the ministry (in favor of the Ministry of Finance) and years of
experience (in favor of those with longer tenure), while no differences were found based
on educational qualification

The study recommended developing the legislative framework, enhancing training,
implementing ERP systems, integrating the environmental dimension into governance,
and diversifying revenue sources.

Keywords:

Accounting Governance, Efficiency of Public Expenditures, Economic Sustainability,
Transparency, Accountability, IPSAS
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