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Abstract
Time in the short story (the narrative structure) is what condenses events
into a single moment or a significant flash, making it the primary driver for
creating tension, developing characters, and conveying the idea to the reader
clearly and effectively. This is evident in the title of the short story collection
"Days of the Butterfly" by the Syrian writer Hazwan al-Waz, where he focuses
on time as a link between the past and lived reality. The butterfly's time
symbolizes the fleeting, rapid passage of time. Therefore, this research aims to
study the techniques of time in this collection by analyzing the texts that convey
time in order to reveal their artistic and aesthetic value. The research was based
on an introduction and four sections. The introduction included defining the
concept of narrative time. The first section was dedicated to studying (types of
time): natural time and psychological time. The second section included
studying (temporal paradox): flashback and anticipation. The third section came
to study (accelerating time): the Summary and deletion. The fourth section
included studying (Time formats): the ascending time pattern and the
descending time pattern.
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