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The Nouns of Time and Place and Their Relationship to the Derivation of Islamic
Legal Rulings

Dr. Majid Mareeh Salbookh Al-Hussainawi
Al-Bayan University / College of Dentistry

Keywords Noun of Time, Noun of Place, Legal Deduction, Islamic Legal Rulings,
Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence

Abstract

The Arabic language is distinguished by the precision of its meanings and structures,
which made it an appropriate medium for the revelation of Islamic law and the
clarification of its rulings. Among the linguistic forms that play an important role in
understanding religious texts and deriving legal rulings are the nouns of time and place, as
they determine the time or place of an action and thus directly influence the understanding
and application of Islamic rulings. Consequently, scholars of jurisprudence and legal
theory paid great attention to Arabic linguistics and considered linguistic indications a
fundamental basis for 1jtihad and legal deduction.

1583



2026 Ol 21A 1)

Agalal) g Ao Laia¥) g Ailudl) & gaall 48) o) Alaal) Q
NO.21A1 Jun2026 Iraqi Journal of Humanitarian, Social and Scientific Research (b
Print I1SSN 2710-0952 Electronic 1SSN2790-1254 —

e |
Adverbials of time and place are significant topics in Arabic grammar, since every action
occurs within a specific time and place. Verbs are therefore classified according to time
into past, present, and imperative forms, while temporal meaning may also appear through
derived forms or contextual indications. Likewise, place is associated with spatial
directions and may appear independently or in construct forms. These adverbials are
regarded by grammarians as containers of the action and are known technically as the
“object of circumstance” (al-maf il fih.(

Scholars of legal theory study the adverbials of time and place because of their close
relationship to Islamic rulings. Some acts of worship are time-bound, while others are
place-bound, making these adverbials essential restrictions within legal rulings. Acts of
worship are often linked to specific times, such as fasting during the month of Ramadan,
the prescribed daily prayers, and the Eid prayers. Others are connected to designated
places, such as pilgrimage, which is valid only in its specified sacred locations, and
spiritual retreat (i'tikaf), which has its own prescribed places. Thus, the nouns of time and
place constitute important linguistic and juristic elements in understanding and applying
Islamic law accurately.
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