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Praise is considered one of the most prominent poetic purposes in Pre-
Islamic poetry. Poets employed it as a means to highlight the virtues and
noble qualities of the person being praised, such as bravery, generosity,
protection of neighbors, and loyalty to covenants. Poets often praised
tribal leaders and warriors in order to strengthen their status among tribes
and to immortalize their achievements in Arab memory

Praise was also closely connected to tribal life, reflecting the prevailing
values of Pre-Islamic society and contributing to the documentation of
heroic deeds and honorable actions that brought pride and good
reputation to the tribe. The functions of praise varied: for some poets it
was a means of earning rewards, while for others it stemmed from
admiration for the praised person’s strength, courage, and generosity. In
other cases, it served to acknowledge the virtue of the praised individual

for a good deed performed for people, society, or the tribe
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