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Abstract
The 16th century witnessed pivotal historical events in Southeast Asia that
gave rise to regional political powers and entities that dominated the
course of events in the Malay Peninsula. Under the expansionist policies
of the Portuguese, the Sultanate of Malacca became a target of this
European expansion due to its strategic geographical location controlling
global trade routes. It served as an economic and commercial hub,
attracting the attention of merchants from around the world. Consequently,
in 1511, Portuguese forces, led by Afonso de Albuquerque, seized control
of the Sultanate to achieve their colonial interests and dominate Islamic
maritime trade. This had a profound impact on Malaccan society, as
trading centers fell into the hands of European colonizers. In contrast, the
Kingdom of Aceh, located in the far north of Sumatra, was an important
trading center with friendly relations with regional states. It began

expanding its territory by annexing neighboring kingdoms that had fallen
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under Portuguese occupation, eventually becoming an attractive
commercial, cultural, and religious center that replaced the Sultanate of
Malacca. Its fall at the hands of the Portuguese, in addition to the
resistance against European influence led by strong sultans who were
able to expand their control over the coastal ports and strengthen trade
with the Islamic world until it became a safe haven for Muslim merchants,
as well as forming a military alliance with the Ottoman state to strengthen
its defensive capabilities to resist the Portuguese occupation of the region
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