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Abstract

In principle, private university investors seek various goals through their establishment.
However, the most important of these goals is profit-making, provided that these goals are
governed by the laws of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research. Perhaps the

most important of these laws is Private Higher Education Law No. (25) of 2016.

It is noteworthy that the latter law does not clearly define the nature and legal status
of private university investors, particularly in terms of whether they are traders governed by
commercial laws or not. It also does not specify the extent to which these investors are able
to manage these universities, openly or covertly, through various means. Is there a clear dis-
tinction between an investor who seeks to invest his money in the private education sector
and an investor who engages in the creation and management of the educational process and
interferes in all its affairs? On the one hand, private university investors in Iraq may engage
in illegal business in several ways, including exploiting student funds as a cover to achieve
financial gains in ways that contravene academic laws and regulations. We will attempt to
demonstrate the legality of prioritizing profits over quality academic work and the legitimacy

of these profits.
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