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The Aesthetics of Reception in the Rhetorical Styles of al-Bayan

according to Ibn Sinan al-Khafaji
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Abstract

This study explores the aesthetics of reception within the rhetorical
framework of Ibn Sinan al-Khafaji, focusing on the modes of Bayan—
specifically simile, metaphor, and metonymy—as communicative channels
that involve the recipient in the co-creation of meaning. It reveals Ibn
Sinan’s aesthetic criteria, which link the quality of a rhetorical image to its
capacity to transition meaning from obscurity to clarity through sensory
depiction, thereby narrowing the aesthetic distance and stimulating the
reader’s imagination. The research further examines the semantic gap in
similes, the prerequisite of elucidation in metaphors, and the suggestive
strategies of metonymy, illustrating how these devices either challenge or
fulfill the recipient’s horizon of expectation based on the situational
context. Ultimately, the study concludes that for Ibn Sinan, a text’s artistic
value is realized only when aesthetic pleasure is achieved through a
balance between evocative imagery and seamless reception, ensuring that

complexity does not alienate the reader. This perspective effectively
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bridges the gap between classical Arabic criticism and modern reception
theory.
Keywords: Aesthetics of Reception, Ibn Sinan al-Khafaji, Modes of Bayan,
Horizon of Expectation, Aesthetic Distance, Rhetoric of the Image.
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