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The Poetics of Silence in Al-Maqqari's book, "Nafh al-Tayyib from Ghusn al-Andalus al-
Ratib" (For Al-Mugri)
Professor Siham Saib ( PH.D)
College of Languages / university of baghdad
sihamsaib@colang.uobaghdad.edu.iq
Abstract :
Silence is the foundation of the universe; nature is silent, the humanity broke this silence
by language, this was later manifested in poetry. Poetry is based on the both of speech and
silence in its own unique way. Silence is inherent in poetry and expresses of many
meanings such as repression, fear, hesitation, and the voice that represents the inner and
outer self of human. The poet study it the duality (silence/voice) in poetry. Indeed, the
poet found that the silence is safety from every involved problem and it is the lifeline that
gives the man its dignity. Silence is denoted directly by many words in poetry, including:
quiet, suppression, muteness, and punitive silence. Others denote silence indirectly, such
as the phrase " I hear him" when we hear someone, whose words weigh heavily on our
ears, our senses incline towards silence. The terms related to silence, as punitive silence as
a form of silence a person resorts to in order to express their anger towards someone in
their life, using silence the ideal solution instead of speech. Tracing these terms denoting
that the silence examples appear in the book "Nafh al-Tayyib from Ghusn al-Andalus al-
Ratib" by Sheikh Ahmad ibn al-Mugri. This book explores the theme of silence and its
presence in the internal rhythm of poetry, revealing the influence of stillness and
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movement on meaning, particularly in rhyme, given its importance in the rhythm of the
poetic verse and the direction of meaning. It is the last thing the listener hears as the
movement directs the letter and gives it a tone its lacks from it, while stillness highlights
the real sound of the letter without the addition that movement. This is related to the
meaning of the poetic verse. The poet used many rhetorical techniques when he expressed
the theme of silence in his poetry, as ellipsis, alliteration, antithesis, and poetic imagery.
The Al-Magri in his book are distinguished by the beauty of their language and their
ability to convey the meaning of silence in a creative way, thus showing us his literary and
artistic taste from the point of view of the thoughtful critic.

Keywords: silence, sound, poetry, rhyme, rhetoric
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