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The Problematic Nature of Cultural Trivialization in Satirical Television 
Programs 

An Analytical Study of the Program Wilayat Batikh 
 

Abstract  Keywords  

 

       This study aimed to investigate the phenomenon of cultural trivialization in 
satirical television programs. The Iraqi television program Wilayat Batikh was selected 
as the population of the study in order to identify indicators of cultural trivialization and 
manifestations of vulgar culture within the program’s media discourse. The study 
adopted the descriptive-analytical approach and employed content analysis as its 
primary method. A purposive sample was selected over a three-month period, from July 
1, 2024 to September 30, 2024. The total sample consisted of nine television episodes 
with a combined duration of seven hours and fifty-five minutes. The findings revealed 
that the communicative objectives of the program were predominantly entertainment-
oriented, in a manner consistent with the nature of satirical programming. The results 
also indicated that the topics addressed by the program were mainly social and cultural 
in nature. Furthermore, the study demonstrated that the program tends toward 
superficiality and vulgarity at the expense of cognitive and social depth. The most 
prominent indicators of superficial culture were represented in the exaggeration of 
negative behaviors and the mockery of social values. In addition, the major indicators of 
vulgarity appeared in the use of offensive and vulgar expressions. The program also 
relied heavily on direct sarcasm and ironic questioning as its principal stylistic 
techniques.  
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