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The Political Structure and Pattern of Kinship Relations in Fragmented Societies: A
Study in Political Anthropology
Abstract:
Kinship relations are considered one of the most important foundations of social structure,
as they refer to the bonds that connect individuals within society based on descent or
marriage. This study aims to identify the nature of the political system in segmented
societies and to clarify its main characteristics in the absence or weakness of central
authority. It also seeks to analyze the structure of kinship relations and their role in
organizing social and political life within these societies. The study adopts the descriptive-
analytical approach as a main framework for understanding the nature of the political
system and kinship patterns in segmented societies in Anbar Governorate, through
describing these phenomena and analyzing their internal structure and governing
relationships. The structural-functional approach was also employed to understand society
as an interconnected system of relations. The study found that kinship relations constitute
the basic structure through which the political system is organized within tribal society,
where the distribution of power and decision-making is more closely linked to one’s
position within the kinship network than to formal institutions. The study recommends
shifting from a conflict-based perspective between the state and kinship structures to a
framework of regulated integration, by recognizing the role of kinship structures as an
existing social and political actor, and integrating them within a clear institutional
framework that limits unregulated overlap between the two systems.
Keywords: Political system, Kkinship relations, segmented societies, political
anthropology.
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