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Abstract:

Greek thought represents one of the most significant intellectual turning points in human
history, contributing to the transition from mythological explanations to rational and
systematic thinking. It developed philosophical perspectives on human beings, ethics,
politics, and justice. In light of the increasing manifestations of violence, extremism, and
intellectual intolerance in the modern era, revisiting this intellectual heritage has become
important in order to benefit from its humanistic values in promoting a culture of peace
and dialogue.

This study is based on the assumption that violence and extremism are not merely
individual behavioral patterns but are linked to deeper intellectual, social, and cultural
crises. Greek philosophy sought to address these issues through reason, moderation, and
moral education, and these approaches became evident in the ideas of major Greek
philosophers.
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Socrates emphasized rational dialogue as the path to truth and considered ignorance the
primary cause of evil and violence, advocating critical thinking and respect for
differences. Plato presented his vision of a just society through the concept of the ideal
state founded on justice and moral education. Aristotle, in turn, emphasized moderation
and the doctrine of the mean as essential foundations for virtue and social stability.

The study concludes that Greek thought continues to possess intellectual and ethical value
that can be employed in confronting extremism and violence through strengthening the
values of dialogue, rationality, justice, and building individuals capable of positive
coexistence within society.

Keywords: Philosophy, Peacebuilding, Greek
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