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Public Works Programs between Conceptual Foundations and
Practical Application:

The Indian Experience as a Model

Abstract

This study aims to analyze public works programs as a developmental
instrument that integrates economic social and environmental dimensions
through examining their conceptual foundations and intellectual evolution
followed by an analysis of the Indian experience represented by the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) as a
leading practical model. The study finds that these programs contributed to
stimulating aggregate demand reducing unemployment and poverty rates
empowering rural women and enhancing environmental sustainability
through natural resource management projects. The study also concludes that
the success of public works programs depends on the existence of an effective
legal and institutional framework alongside governance and monitoring
mechanisms that ensure efficiency and equitable distribution. These findings
highlight the potential of designing a national public works program in Iraq

that aligns with its economic and social conditions.
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