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Abstract
Religious themes in Andalusian muwashshahat represent an important and active
artistic component that contributed to expanding the horizons of this art and
freeing it from its purely lyrical function. Muwashshahat are no longer just a form
for singing and music, but have become an expressive vessel that accommodates
diverse intellectual and spiritual contents. Muwashshahat were associated in their
early origins with love poetry and descriptions of nature, but over time they
developed and became organized for various purposes, after being limited to love
poetry, elegy, satire, and what the muwashshah poets introduced of other purposes,
such as prophetic praises, asceticism, and Sufism. Religious themes stand out in
this context as one of the most important fields in which the distinctiveness of the
Andalusian muwashshah is manifested. These themes range from praise of the
Prophet to asceticism and Sufi experience, all influenced by the cultural and
civilizational context of Andalusia. Given the limited scope of this research, we
will examine Sufism in Andalusian religious muwashshahs from several
perspectives, including: the definition and origins of religious muwashshahs, and
Sufism itself.
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