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Abstract
This study examines cultural references and their role in rooting the
popular tendency in the poetry of Baghdad poets during the fourth and
fifth Hijri centuries. It argues that Abbasid poetry in Baghdad was not
merely an aesthetic discourse, but a cultural document reflecting social
disparity, sectarian tensions, and the interaction between official culture
and the voice of ordinary people.
The study adopts a cultural-analytical approach, supported by textual
reading and historical contextualization. It discusses the concepts of
cultural reference and popular tendency, then analyzes social and
religious references in selected poetic evidence. The study concludes that
the popular tendency is not a passing linguistic feature, but a cultural
structure through which collective awareness enters poetic discourse.
Keywords: cultural references, popular tendency, Baghdad poets, Abbasid

era, cultural criticism.
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