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Abstract

This research examines the role of ministers in supporting the Abbasid Caliphate
against opposing intellectual movements during the late Abbasid period (512-
656 AH /1018-1258 AD). The text highlights how Seljuk domination threatened
the Caliphate's authority by supporting Nizamiyya schools and promoting Shafi'i
and Ash'ari doctrines to assert control. In response, the Caliphate relied on the
Hanbali movement, capitalizing on its broad popular base, independence, and
strong support for caliphal legitimacy. The study emphasizes the pivotal role of
ministers, such as Ibn Hubayra, in countering foreign influence and restoring the
Caliphate's intellectual and political power. Furthermore, it illustrates how this
authority eventually expanded into direct interference with educational curricula
and the restriction of scholars' intellectual freedoms, as seen in the Mustansiriya
madrasa.
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