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Abstract

This study, titled Symergy in the Materials of the Decorative
Ornamentation of the Holy Shrine of Imam Ali, examines the
decorative representations and intellectual interrelations as reflected in
the ornamental materials of the Holy Alawite Shrine in Najaf. The
study is divided into four main chapters.

Chapter One addresses the research problem, formulated in the
following question: What constitutes synergy in the materials used for
the decorative ornamentation of the Alawite Holy Shrine? The
significance of the study and the need for conducting the reseaech is
also presented in this chapter. The study aims to reveal the nature of
synergy within the decorative materials of the Alawite Holy Shrine.
The research is confined to its temporal and thematic boundaries,
covering the year 1446 AH / 2025 AD, and is spatially confined to the
Holy Shrine of Imam Ali.

Chapter Two, which addresses the theoretical framework, its
indicators, and a review of previous studies, has been divided into two
primary sections: Section one addresses the decorative representations
within the Alawite Holy Shrine. The second section examines cross-
fertilizations, materials, and the utilized techniques in their execution.
The two researchers brought chapter two to a close with the most
significant indicators derived from the theoretical framework.

In Chapter Three, the research procedures have been outlined, where a
descriptive analytical method was used to sample the selected models
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from various materials used in diverse ornamental practices. The
research sample consisted of 40 different models, from which 4
models were intentionally selected as a comprehensive sample,
representing 10% of the original research sample, in accordance with
the purposive selective method.

Chapter Four presents a set of results, most notably that the notion of
‘synergy’ can be understood as an integrative process grounded in
intellectual interrelation, reflected in the decorative materials of the
Alawite Holy Shrine through the diversity of materials. Those
materials are transformed through formal composition into
configurations that represent functional, aesthetic, and expressive
dimensions.

The study, based on these findings, yielded a number of conclusions,
the most important of which are that the Muslim artist showed an
extraordinary talent to harmonize intellectual concepts with multiple
materials, generating innovative forms capable of uniting decorative
art in terms of form with Islamic belief in terms of content. This
approach avoids the representation of animate forms consciously due
to religious considerations regarding their depiction.

In closing the study, a number of recommendations and suggestions
have been presented by the two researchers. The most significant of
which is that the current study provides an understanding of the extent
to which ornamentation and Arabic calligraphy reinforce each other,
and how execution techniques and materials interact in the process.
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