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The Use of Electronic Contracts in Concluding Public Procurement Deals
and Its Role in Combating Corruption
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Abstract

The world is currently experiencing a major technological revolution across various fields. One
of the most significant outcomes of this revolution has been the emergence of what is known as the
information society , which has begun to dominate many types of transactions, particularly in the
field of government contracting. There is no doubt that modern information systems now constitute
the primary ramework through which the majority of government contracts are concluded in many
countries around the world, especially in the area of public procurement Today, many of these
contracts are concluded through what are known as electronic contracts, whereby agreements are
formed remotely through electronic means without the physical presence of the contracting parties, in
contrast to the traditional methods previously used. In response to these technological developments
, many legislators have amended the legal frameworks governing government contracts in order to
align them with the rapid technological progress in the field of contracting Accordingly, legislators
in countries such as France, Egypt, Algeria, and Iraq have introduced amendments to their public
procurement and government contracting laws to ensure their compatibility with modern electronic
methods of concluding public contracts, including public procurement procedures. As a result, states
have attached considerable importance to the regulation of public procurement and have enacted
specific legislative frameworks governing this area, as reflected in the legal systems of Egypt, Algeria,
and Iraq However, the process of concluding public procurement contracts is not without challenges.
Various difficulties may arise during the contracting process, particularly the persistence of certain
bureaucratic practices rooted in traditional procedures. Such practices may create opportunities for
corruption in the formation of contracts. In contrast, conducting contracting procedures through
electronic transactions can significantly reduce many of the avenues for corruption associated with

traditional contracting methods.
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