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socially accepted alternatives. Using
a descriptive-analytical approach,
the study builds a conceptual
framework explaining these actors’
roles through critical analysis of
theories in the Iraqi context. Results
show religious authorities, political
parties, and armed groups influence
policy via pressure and alliances,
creating a parallel state structure
that weakens state centrality while
filling service and security gaps. The
study warns that their unchecked
presence risks civil state stability.
It calls for reforms to enhance state
legitimacy and integrate informal
actors into formal institutions legally
to ensure stability and social peace.
Despite data challenges, the study
recommends  stronger research,
theory-practice links, and expanded
collaboration, contributing  to
understanding informal actors in

weak states.

Keywords: Informal actors, State
weakness, Iraq postY+ Y-, Political-

economic influence
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Abstract

Iraq is witnessing a growing
presence of informal actors such
as tribes, economic, political, and
armed groups operating outside
the state framework due to weak
institutions, external interventions,
and ongoing crises. The state
no longer controls security and
power distribution alone but shares
influence with diverse forces. This
study examines their impact on state
structure, sovereignty, legitimacy,
and citizen security. It argues that
their expansion stems from state

weakness and their ability to provide
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