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Abstract:

Al-Sakkaki (d. 626 AH |/ 1229 CE) occupies a central position in the history of
Arabic rhetoric, not only because he authored a work that became a foundational
reference in rhetorical studies, but also because he brought about a radical
transformation in the nature of this discipline—from a critical practice with literary
and aesthetic dimensions into a rational science grounded in systematization,
classification, and definition. His book Mifizh al-"Ulim (The Key to the Sciences)
brought together various fields (grammar, morphology, derivation, semantics,
rhetoric of expression, and embellishment) within a unified framework, rendering the

work a comprehensive linguistic, rhetorical, and philosophical encyclopedia.

From this perspective, the central research problem emerges: how can Al-
Sakkaki’s rhetoric be reinterpreted beyond the limits of formal systematization?
Furthermore, was his rhetorical project a cause of the contraction of rhetoric, or did
it instead establish a scientific foundation that enabled subsequent scholars to

sustain and further develop the study of this discipline?

Keywords: rhetoric, Al-Sakkaki, Miftah al-‘Ulam, creativity, systematization.
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